
 

 

 

KECHI CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES  

Thursday, February 11, 2016 

7 PM 

   

I.  CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor, Ed Parker called the regular meeting of the Kechi City Council to order.  

Council present:  David McConnaughhay, Betty Washington, Brian Adams & Margaret McCormick.  

Kevin Opat was absent.  

Staff Present:  Robert Conger, City Administrator;  Laura Hill, City Clerk; Mitchell Kolf, Finance 

Director/Treasurer; John Blevins, Chief of Police; Andrew Marino, City Attorney; J.T. Klaus, Triplett, 

Woolf & Garretson-Bond Counsel 

Visitors Present:  David Dinell, Ark Valley News; Sandra McConnaughhay, Mr. & Mrs. Brad Young, 

Meter Engineers; Rogene Matson, Steve Gibbons, Cassity Morlan 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

             B. APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA 

 Motion by Brian Adams to approve the consent agenda.  Second by Margaret McCormick   

 Motion  carried  4-0-0.   

     Consent agenda 

   1.    Approve minutes of January 25, 2016 

   2.    Approve Appropriation Ordinance # 710   

   

 

 C.  APPROVE AGENDA 

 Motion by David McConnaughhay to approve the agenda stating the attorney client discussion  

 for executive session will be for 10 minutes.  Second by Margaret McCormick.  Motion carried 4-

 0-0.   

II.   EXECUTIVE SESSION - Attorney Client Privilege 

 Motion by Margaret McCormick to go into executive session for the purpose of discussing 

 attorney client privileged information.  Second by Betty Washington.  Motion carried 4-0-0.  

 The time was 7:05 PM 

 

III.  COMMUNICATIONS  

A.  PUBLIC FORUM 

1.  Steve Gibbons read the following statement:  

Council:  For those of you who don't know me.....My name is Steve Gibbons. I have 

lived here for 73 years.  Last July, I stepped down from the Fair Committee after serving 30 

years of doing various duties including recording secretary with the committee.  I am here to 

make a complaint against F & H Inc. of Kechi.  Every year they take more and more 

advantages of the nine families who reside on Brink and Foreman streets which is zoned 

RESIDENTAL.  They use our streets as if they own them. Driving heavy equipment from 

their parking lot through the easement which contains our gas, water and sewer lines to 

Foreman and around to Brink Street to get to their property on the south side of the street.  

They have even driven an 18 -wheeler trailer and all down Foreman from their parking lot to 

Brink Street driving up into the front yard of my Nephews property leaving deep ruts just 

missing the gas meter to make the left turn to their property at the end of the street.  They 

have no business using these narrow residential streets as an entrance to their property. Just 

because they own property zoned HEAVY COMMERCIAL on the north, east and south 

sides extending west to Oliver which happens to have a big entrance to their property does not 

give them the right to use Brink and Foreman streets as they please.  My concern is the tree 

forest on the south sides of Brink and Foreman behind our homes.  This effects all nine  



 

 

 

 

 families.  Brink and Foreman have the smallest water mains that feed two fire hydrants.  

One is at the beginning of Foreman and the other is at the east end of Brink Street. IN the 

event that by an act of God that lightning should strike the tree forest, Brink street would go 

up in flames as there is no way the fire department could fight the fire as F & H has taken the 

liberty to block the entrance on Brink and Oliver with heavy cement blocks and steel cable. 

The tree forest is full of dead wood, trees, high grass, evergreens and who knows what else that if on 

fire would create live embers that can go anywhere. I fit should shift west, it would endanger 

Geno's, Hair Construction and the Candle Shop          . We  a r e  all at  risk  if  this situation should ever 

happen.  Don't let the bird and the fish on the F & H sign fool you. My God council, they deal with 

has-mat and really nasty stuff.  When they demolished  the Creek House and the shop  next door, they 

wore monkey suits. Who knows what else they have stored hack in the tree forest. It looks like a 

junk yard.  And  you  were  worried  about  the  asphalt  plant? We, the nine families who reside on 

Brink and Foreman want the stone barricades, wrecked  trailers and    cable      removed on  both Brink 

and  Oliver  as F& H      has   placed those wrecked  trailers  in  both drive-ways  to  keep  people out. 

The  fire  department can't even  enter  the  property even  if  it  were an emergency! I feel like that 

this is the responsibly of the City of Kechi to protect its citizens from all possible emergencies. It’s  

time to step up to the plate and tell F & H how it’s going to be.  I      a            m      beginning to wonder if F& H 

isn't running this city instead of the governing body of Kechi. It  seems they can do no wrong.  

Spring is  just around the comer and so are the storms.  Council: Pull up your britches, tighten your 

belt and run this city that you were voted to do. Please get those barricades tom down. The sooner 

the better.  Thank You 

 

B.  Civic Groups/Committees 

  1.  Historical Post Office Update - none 

  2.  Tree and Park Board-none 

 3.  Chamber of Commerce-none 

 4.  Fair Committee-Cassity Morlan, reported that the logo submissions are due by Monday, 

there will be a request for volunteers in the utility billing mailing, stating that some of the long term 

volunteers have resigned from the committee and without more volunteers, some of the events or 

activities may have to be discontinue.   Reported the Easter Egg Hunt will be March 19
th

 at 2 PM in 

the Kechi Park.   

IV.    OLD BUSINESS – none  

V.      NEW BUSINESS 

 A.  Young Industrial 2
nd

 Industrial Revenue Bond Issue – J.T. Klaus, Triplett Woolf & 

 Garretson-Bond Counsel Attorney; explained the Industrial Revenue Bonding process and 

 reviewed the cost benefit analysis of Meter Engineers Inc. with the council.    

  1.  Open Public Hearing – Mayor Parker, opened the public hearing to anyone from the 

 public who wished to discuss the issuance of taxable industrial revenue bonds for the Meter 

 Engineers Inc. project in the amount of $8,750,000.   No one from the public.  

  2.  Close Public Hearing – Mayor Parker closed the public hearing.   

 Brad Young, owner of Meter Engineers Inc. spoke regarding his business and his plans for 

 relocation to the City of Kechi.   Young stated he is the second generation owner of business that 

 originally began in Kechi in the mid-seventies.   The company manufactures products and 

 provides services for the petroleum measurements industry.  The business is currently located in 

 Maize, Kansas.   Young, stated that after experiencing a tremendous growth of the business, they 

 have outgrown the current facility in Maize.    He purchase land in Kechi several  years ago with 

 the intent to relocate his business here in Kechi.   He plans to build several buildings to house the   



 

 

 

 business on the property located on the northeast corner of Hwy 254 & Woodlawn.   The multi-

 million dollar facility will employee approximately 35 people.       

  3.  Resolution of Intent 16-652 relating to the issuance of taxable industrial revenue  

  bonds in an amount not to exceed $8,750,000.00 

 Motion by Margaret McCormick to adopt Resolution # 16-652 indicating the intent of the 

 governing body of the City of Kechi, Kansas to issue certain taxable industrial revenue bonds in 

 an aggregate principal amount of approximately eight million seven hundred fifty thousand 

 dollars ($8,750,000) for the purpose of purchasing, acquiring, constructing and equipping a 

 manufacturing facility and paying a portion of the costs of issuance thereof.  Second by Brian 

 Adams.  Motion carried 4-0-0.  

 B.  Annual Gas Public Awareness Survey Drawing for $100 off utility bill  

 Andrew Marino, City Attorney; drew the winning entry from the entries that had returned the 

 Public Awareness Gas Card Survey.   The winner was Gary Bailey.    

 C.  Blue Cross & Blue Shield Health Insurance Renewal-Authorization for Mayor to sign 

 renewal & grandfathered plan attestation.    

 Motion by David McConnaughhay to authorize the Mayor to sign the renewal and grandfather 

 attestation with Blue Cross and Blue Shield for the city employee health and dental insurance 

 policy renewal for 2016.   Second by Margaret McCormick.  Motion carried 4-0-0.  

 

 Robert Conger, City Administrator;  requested a workshop prior to the next council meeting of 

 February 25, 2016 for the purpose of allowing the Finance Director to explain the Treasurer’s 

 Report.   Asked that the council recess until 6:30 PM February 25
th
.    

VI.    ADJOURNMENT/RECESS 

Motion by Brian Adams to recess the meeting until 6:30 PM on February 25
th
 for a finance 

workshop.    Second by Margaret McCormick.   Motion carried 4-0-0.   The time was 8:30 PM. 

 

 

  

Signed:      

              Ed Parker, Mayor           Attest: _________________________________  

        Laura Hill, City Clerk  

      


